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Welcome to Cyberspace! You know what they say about “best laid plans….” 
 
Despite 20 months of planning, the convention in Cleveland was not destined to take place. But with the can-do spirit we 
know so well in Philoptochos, we switched gears and began planning a very different convention. We have worked hard 
to develop a program that you will find educational, enjoyable, and valuable. 
 

“…and the greatest of these is love” 
 
The convention theme, which was chosen by His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, couldn’t be more   
appropriate. We need love in our society now, more than ever. Our programming will include kindness and ways to reach 
out and demonstrate love for your parishes and your communities-at- large. We hope that you will pass these ideas along 
to your chapter members and adopt some of the programs we will be presenting. 
 
We are dedicating this convention to our Youth–the Promise of Tomorrow. We will share new educational initiatives on 
Opioid Addiction and Vaping, which threaten the health and lives of our young adults. We hope that youth departments 
across the Archdiocese of America will use these resources to educate our young people and hopefully, save lives.      
Together with these presentations, we will be presenting information on the coronavirus, which can be a complicating 
factor with addiction. 
 
During our time together-apart, we will also celebrate the incredible success of our projects and initiatives. Finally, even 
though we won’t be together in Cleveland, we hope to provide you with some Midwest philotimo and fun. 
 
Our sincere thanks go to our generous sponsors who, when the convention was cancelled, converted their sponsorships to 
donations for the COVID-19 Emergency Fund. These donations enabled Philoptochos to provide critical support to     
individuals and families suffering during the pandemic. 
 
To our president, Maria Logus, who taught us the difference between charity (donating money) and real, hands-on       
philanthropy, we extend our heartfelt appreciation for her inspirational leadership. Philoptochos has increased its service 
to humanity immeasurably under her tenure. 
 
To His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, we are ever grateful for the confidence and support he expressed 
in us in his speech at the 2019 Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon. To our spiritual advisor, Bishop Apostolos of Medeia, 
we will always share the memories of planning the convention in Cleveland – both the highs and the lows. 
 
Finally, we thank you, the faithful stewards of Philoptochos, for your generosity, your kindness and your love for        
humanity. You are the heart and soul of our organization, and you help countless numbers of people every year.  
 

In Christ’s Service, 

 

 
Barbara Pasalis 

Convention Chair 
Crystal Thomas       Georgia Vlitas 

Convention Co-Chair      Convention Co-Chair 
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA 
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Friday, August 21, 2020 

 5:00 PM Eastern/4:00 PM Central 

 3:00 PM Mountain/2:00 PM Pacific 

 

Philoptochos Cares PowerPoint Introduction to Convention 

Virtual / Zoom Protocols – Barbara Pasalis 

Introduction of National President, Maria Logus, Esq. – Barbara Pasalis, Secretary, National Philoptochos  

Executive Board and Convention Chair 

Call to Order and Introduction of His Grace Bishop Apostolos of Medeia, Spiritual Advisor to the 

Philoptochos Society – Maria Logus, Esq. 

 
Invocation – His Grace Bishop Apostolos of Medeia, Spiritual Advisor of Philoptochos 

Welcome – Crystal Thomas, President, Metropolis of Pittsburgh Philoptochos Board and Convention Co-

Chair 

National President’s Report - Maria Logus, Esq. 

Address - His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America 

Introduction of Convention Program – Barbara Pasalis 

 
Report of Credentials – Vickie Scaljon – National Philoptochos Board  

 
Adoption of 2020 Virtual Convention Rules and Protocols, Georgia Vlitas, Assistant Treasurer, National 

Philoptochos Executive Board and Convention Co-Chair 

 

Adoption of 2020 Convention Program – Barbara Pasalis 

 
Appointment of Minutes Committee – Maria Logus, Esq. 

 
Report of the Minutes from July 5, 2018 – Despina Denne, National Philoptochos Board  

 

Finance Report, Auditor’s Report, Adoption of Budget –  

 Martha Stefanidakis, Treasurer, National Philoptochos Executive Board; Georgia Vlitas; 

Ashenfarb & Schall, CPA Firm 
 

Hagia Sophia – The Church of the Holy Wisdom – Crystal Thomas 

 

 

NATIONAL PHILOPTOCHOS VIRTUAL BIENNIAL CONVENTION 

“…and the greatest of these is love” 

A Program Dedicated to Our Youth: 
The Promise of Tomorrow 

  

August 21-22, 2020 
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Friday, August 21, 2020, continued 

 

Leadership Presentation – Christine Zeppos, National Philoptochos Board 
 

Social Services Report – Paulette Geanacopoulos, Director, Department of Social Services  

Importance of the Emergency Fund – Savina Prokopios Davos, RN, National Philoptochos Board  

Public Relations – Barbara Pasalis, Committee Chair; Valine Georgeson, Committee Co-Chair; Amy  

Kalogeropoulos, Development & Information Officer 

Operation Classroom – Irene Arsoniades, Chair, Operation Classroom  

Young Philanthropist Recognition – Special Announcement from Nia Vardalos 

 Evangeline Mekras Scurtis, 2nd Vice President, National Philoptochos Executive Board and    

Committee Chair; Joanne Stavrakas, 3rd Vice President, National Philoptochos Executive Board; 

Marissa Pritsos, National Board Member 

 
Closing Prayer – His Grace Bishop Apostolos of Medeia 

 
Meeting is Recessed ~ 8:30 PM Eastern 

 
Saturday, August 22, 2020 

11:00 AM Eastern/10:00 AM Central 

9:00 AM Mountain/8:00 AM Pacific 

 

Meeting Reconvenes; Call to Order – Barbara Pasalis 

 

Opening Prayer & Reflections –His Grace Bishop Apostolos of Medeia 

 
Report of Credentials – Vickie Scaljon 

 
Report of the Minutes of Friday, August 21, 2020 – Pamela Weinroth, National Philoptochos Board 

 

COVID-19 and Educational Initiative Presentations: 

COVID: What to Expect this Fall – Ekaterina Gladysheva Kehl, MD, Medical Director, Content     

Development, Change Healthcare, Newton, MA; Attending Physician, Pulmonary and Critical 

Care Medicine, Mount Auburn Hospital, Cambridge, MA; Instructor in Medicine, Harvard      

Medical School  

Opioid Addiction & Recovery – Tony Hoffman, one of the most highly requested substance abuse 

speakers in the US 

Prevalence and Dangers of Vaping - Katina Nicolacakis, MD, Practicing Pulmonary Specialist,      
Respiratory Institute of the Cleveland Clinic Foundation; Associate Professor of Medicine at 

Cleveland Clinic’s Lerner College of Medicine of Case Western Reserve University; Sophia    
Gugliotta, College Student 
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Saturday, August 22, 2020, continued 

 
COVID-19 and Educational Initiative Presentations, continued: 

Impact of COVID-19 on Education and the Family – Randa Karadsheh Anderson, PhD, LCP, Li-

censed Clinical Psychologist, Orthodox Christian Counseling Institute, OCAMPR 

 
Break for Lunch 

 

Remarks -- President George M. Cantonis, Hellenic College/Holy Cross Presentation 

 
Kindness Counts Initiative – Alexis Limberakis, National Philoptochos Board 

 

Introduction of New Program – Barbara Pasalis 

 
Membership Presentation – Stella Piches, President, Metropolis of Denver Philoptochos Board and Chair, 

Membership Committee 

 
Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon Presentations: 2019 and 2021 – Pam Argyris, Past President,          

Metropolis of Chicago Philoptochos Board; Theone Dickos, President, Metropolis of Detroit 

Philoptochos Board 

 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Presentation and Trivia Contest 

 
Resolutions – Evangeline Mekras Scurtis, Joanne Stavrakas 
 
National Philoptochos AGAPE Awards – Jeannie Ranglas, 1st Vice President, National Philoptochos   

Executive Board and President, Metropolis of San Francisco Philoptochos Board, Co-Chair, 

AGAPE Awards          

Feed the Hungry Program – Georgia Vlitas, Chair, Feed the Hungry Program 

A Model Program – Bruno Serato, Celebrity Chef, Owner, Anaheim White House Restaurant and 

Founder, Caterina’s Club; and  

       Cindy Kezos, National Philoptochos Board  

National Philoptochos Feed the Hungry Program Challenge – Georgia Vlitas 

Did we achieve our 1.5 Million Meal Goal? 

Which Chapter served the 1.5 Millionth Meal? 

Which Chapter in each Metropolis provided the most meals? 

 

Old Business 

 
New Business, Open Q&A 

 
Closing Prayer –His Grace Bishop Apostolos of Medeia 

 

Meeting is Adjourned ~ 6:30 PM Eastern 
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GREEK ORTHODOX LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY, INC.  
NATIONAL TREASURERS REPORT 

2018-2020 

 

Once again, the faithful women of the Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society excel in their     
unending mission to assist people in need throughout the world, perpetuate our Holy Orthodox faith 
and preserve the Orthodox family. 

We are honored to report that through the efforts of our chapters and individuals, a grand total of $2,800,711 
was distributed to our ministries, programs and special appeals during the two-year period from January 1, 
2018 through December 31, 2019. A summary of these donations is included in this report. In addition to 
these distributions, in the first seven months of this   current year we have disbursed another $1,739,711. A 
summary of these additional donations is also included in this report. Our total distributions since January 
1, 2018 through July 31, 2020 was $4,540,422. 

The Finance Committee of the National Board meets on a regular basis to address the concerns and 
business practices in accordance with the Financial Guidelines set forth and adopted by the Greek     
Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society, Inc. We evaluate, discuss and institute procedures that reflect 
the highest standards of fiduciary responsibility and adhere to the most stringent ethics. The Finance 
Committee continues to promote a policy of full disclosure and complete     transparency at all times. 
Our records and files are open for examination and review at our National Office. 

This year, the accounting firm of Schall and Ashenfarb, LLC, was engaged to conduct an independent 
audit of our financial records for the years 2018 and 2019. Their findings will be reported during the 
course of this 2020 Virtual Philoptochos Convention. 

The proposed 2021-2022 Budget was prepared by the Finance Committee in consultation with members 
of the National Philoptochos Executive Board. Summary drafts of the proposed budget were sent to the 
National Board, Chapter Presidents and Convention delegates for their review and input. 

The members of the Finance Committee strive to be good stewards of the Greek Orthodox Ladies 
Philoptochos Society, Inc. and we express our gratitude to them for their constant support, fine work 
and contributions to our Society. Further thanks are due to the very capable and organized National 
Philoptochos office staff whose commitment and excellent work on behalf of our over 25,000 members, 
National Board and Metropolises is demonstrated each and every day. 

On behalf of the Finance Committee and the office of the Treasurer, we humbly acknowledge and 
thank our President Maria Logus, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros, and His Grace Bishop  
Apostolos for their prayers, guidance and trust, and for charging the members of the Greek Orthodox 
Ladies Philoptochos Society to fulfill their mission and be “friends of the poor.” 

 

With love and respect, 

Martha Stefanidakis, National Philoptochos Treasurer  
Georgia Vlitas, National Philoptochos Assistant Treasurer 
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/11/29/upshot/fentanyl-drug-overdose-deaths.html
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/padr.12228
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr67/nvsr67_09-508.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/opioids/sites/default/files/2018-12/naloxone-coprescribing-guidance.pdf
https://ndews.umd.edu/sites/ndews.umd.edu/files/fentanyl-remains-most-significant-synthetic-opioid-threat-2018.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov./drugoverdose/data/index.html
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https://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/ResearchersAndMedia/Combating%20Opiate%20Abuse/Ohio-2018-Action-Guide-to-Address-Opioid-Abuse.pdf?ver=2018-11-29-112926-250
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THANK YOU!!! 
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